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March 11, 2021

Dear Wayland Public School Families:

I want to update you on our next steps as a District after last night’s School
Committee meeting.

Below I provide the dates for our all-in return. Before discussing that timeline, I would
like to thank you for the strong and steady support you have provided for our hard
working staff. We are excited to welcome your children back to campus every day.

Please keep in mind that the planning process is very complex. While your children
will benefit enormously from a full-time return, redoing procedures for twice as many
students in the middle of the year and rapidly shifting schedules to accommodate an
all in-person model will be a huge undertaking with a lot of moving parts. We
appreciate your patience over the next several weeks as we make the transition as
smoothly as we possibly can.

At our March 10 School Committee Meeting, I made the following
recommendations that the School Committee approved regarding the all-in return.

1. Grades K- 5: K-5 students will return all-in five days a week on April 5. April 1 will
be a professional day for K-5 teachers to enable them time to plan for all-in school.
On April 1, there will be no school for K-5 students. Please note that this
schedule applies to WRAP classes as well.

2. Grades 6-12: Grade 6-12 students will return all-in five days a week on Tuesday,
April 27. April 26 will be a professional day for grade 6-12 teachers to enable them
time to plan for all-in school. On April 26, there will be no school for grade 6-12
students. Please note that this schedule applies to WRAP classes as well.

I know that having professional days for the different levels on different days requires
significant planning for parents. We have requested this time because it will enable
crucial planning that will make for the best possible transition for your children. We
appreciate your partnership in this effort.

Next Steps
1. Suggestions for Improving Your Masking: In order to bring all students into
school at the same time, we have had to reduce the minimum threshold for social
distancing to three feet. As a result, it is important to consider how we can augment
our other safety protocols, including how we mask Please consider suggestions for
ensuring that you are masking effectively at this CDC LINK.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/mask-fit-and-filtration.html


2. Please Take Advantage of our Pooled Testing Program:
Pooled testing is a critical safety tool that will help us identify COVID positive
students and staff quickly and lower the risk of in-building transitions. In order to
provide this level of COVID surveillance, it is crucial that more students sign up to be
tested.

Some students have expressed ambivalence about joining the pooled testing
program because they are concerned that they could be in quarantine as part of a
positive pool and ultimately be found to be negative. Please note that the quarantine
time for those who are in positive pools and ultimately test negative in the
subsequent reflex testing is extremely short, typically between three and twenty-four
hours.

Parents may enroll their children in the pooled testing program until Thursday, March
18 at this LINK.

3. Information for Grade 6-12 families regarding Wayland Remote Alternative
Program (WRAP):
Shortly you will receive a survey from Assistant Superintendent Parry Graham asking
about your interest in enrolling in WRAP.

Please let me know if I can do anything to support you.

Respectfully,

Arthur Unobskey, Superintendent
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https://sites.google.com/waylandps.org/covidtesting/home

